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See Yosemite National Park and historic Gold Country with just two extra days on a San Francisco Holiday
Adding two days to a San Francisco Itinerary delivers Epic Scenery and Living History
SONORA, CALIF.—January 21, 2018—Bumping up against the west side of the Sierra Nevada Range, on California’s eastern side, the Sierra foothills that make up the Gold Country are California classics. Here visitors will find Tuolumne County (“To-All-O-Me”) and its main city, Sonora, just 132 miles (212 km) from the San Francisco Bay Area, but a step back in time.
CA-580 E, CA-120
Day 1 – leave San Francisco via the Bay Bridge and head east to Sonora, arriving in approximately 3 hours. Sonora was once known as the Queen of the Southern Mines, a gold rush town settled by miners. Here businesses sprung up to cater to the thousands arriving to strike it rich on the discovery of gold in 1848. These golden nuggets found in streams and creeks sparked the largest mass migration in U.S. history, with more than 300,000 pioneers heading west. 
Now, state’s past, present, and future merge into one unforgettable destination. Pan for gold like a 49er, bike through meadow-and-oak countryside, and raft class-ranked whitewater river, then explore historic towns with Old West architecture and a new generation of pioneers, opening up outstanding wineries, farm-to-table restaurants, inviting shops, and charming and affordable lodging. The Tuolumne County Film Commission describes Sonora as one of the country's most versatile locations", where more than 300 film and television series have been filmed.
Columbia State Historic Park, once a thriving gold rush town of 30,000, has living history on display. 
3 miles (4.8 km) north of Sonora, Highway 49
Step into the 1850s in this Gold Country gem, with throwback charm and a treasure trove of historic artifacts; this park presents the Gold Rush in living, breathing color. Costumed docents do more than lead tours of this carefully preserved Mother Lode town—the state’s
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second largest city at the peak of the Gold Rush; they actually live and work here in a variety of period-appropriate shops and trades. Catch a ride on an authentic stagecoach, order a cold, locally made sarsaparilla soda in a Western-style saloon, or feel the heat in a working blacksmith's forge. There’s also a Wells Fargo express office and other relics of California's early mining days. 
Free historical tours of the park depart from the museum weekends at 11 a.m. and weekdays as well, mid-June until early September. Gold Rush Days take place on 2nd Saturday afternoons; costumed docents lead hands-on crafts and special tours, and kids can try gold-panning. 
There are several authentic lunch options in this state park, or drive a few minutes back to Jamestown, another gold rush town, or to Sonora and stop by the Tuolumne County Visitor Center in the center of town at 193 South Washington Street for lunch suggestions, driving tips and maps to Yosemite National Park.  GPS is not always accurate, so trust local assistance and road signs.
Continue to Groveland, gateway to Yosemite National Park
Highway 120 52 miles (84 km)
During the Gold Rush, Groveland offered miners exceptional gold discoveries, celebrations, boarding houses and saloons, but in 1914, the focus switched to water and the town was chosen as the headquarters for the Hetch Hetchy Water Project – the water supply, still today, for San Francisco. This must-stop town includes historic inns, lodging and vacation rentals, stores, restaurants and the oldest drinking establishment in California, the Iron Door Saloon.
The area has camping, boating, horseback riding and hiking and is a great base camp to head to Yosemite early the next morning. Lodging options include The Groveland Hotel, Hotel Charlotte and All Seasons Bed & Breakfast.  Dori’s Tea Cottage serves breakfast and proper tea service.
Rush Creek Lodge, closer to the entrance than any other lodging at just ½ mile from the park gate, is a new fresh take on the Yosemite experience.
Rush Creek Lodge is a superbly designed new ‘destination within a destination’ located at the doorstep of Yosemite National Park, California, that opened its doors in June of 2016.
The first new lodge in the area in more than 30 years, Rush Creek features a contemporary, rustic sensibility inspired by the breathtaking expanse of nature surrounding its 20-acre wooded hillside setting. Overnight guests can choose from a mix of 143 tastefully appointed lodge rooms, suites, and hillside villas, all featuring a deck overlooking nature, the majority with sunset views. Rush Creek’s many amenities are designed to create an outstanding getaway for kids and adults alike.
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For visitors heading directly from the Bay Area to this location, the drive is a scenic three hours and the most direct route to Yosemite.
Day 2 – early departure from Rush Creek Lodge for Highway 120 entrance to Yosemite National Park.  During peak season, visitors wishing a day tour of Yosemite are encouraged to use YARTS, the Yosemite Area Rapid Transit, a luxury, air-conditioned motor coach providing round trip transportation from Sonora, Groveland and Rush Creek to the park’s Valley floor which connects to a free shuttle system. The schedule and online tickets are here: http://yarts.com/routes-and-schedules/sonora-buck-meadows-yosemite-valley/ 
No visit to Yosemite National Park is complete without stopping at Tunnel View which provides one of the most famous views of Yosemite Valley. Follow the signs to Highway 41 and stop at the historical center of the park, Wawona. Visit the Pioneer History Center, walk the Meadow Loop (an easy, flat, 3.5-mile loop) or hike Chilnaualna Falls, moderate to first cascade – 2-mile round trip and strenuous to upper cascades, 8-mile round trip with a 2,400-foot elevation gain.  
Exit the park via Highway 41 for more beauty and activity in Madera County, a water lover’s paradise at Bass Lake. Water ski, jet ski, swim, fish, hike trails or rent a boat.  Three full service resorts on the lake are available for lodging; The Pines Resort, The Forks Resort and Miller’s Landing Resort. content. Take a one-hour narrated tour on the Bass Lake Queen, in season. Want to stop at the exact center of California? Follow the signs to North Fork on road 274, where the largest Native American baskets are on display at the Mono Indian Museum. 
Highway 41 to Fresno, 119 miles (191 km) or back to the San Francisco Bay Area.
About Tuolumne County, California
Tuolumne County rhymes with “Follow Me”, located 133 miles/200 km east of San Francisco, is a pristine, scenic expanse reaching into the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.   Gold was discovered in Tuolumne County in 1848, setting off the major gold rush of 1849.  The main highways leading to the picturesque drive from the San Francisco and East Bay Area are Highways 108 and 120 from the west and Highway 49 from the north.  The State Highway 120 entrance to Yosemite National Park is considered the “front door” of the park for the San Francisco Greater Bay Area. The Stanislaus National Forest, Yosemite National Park, and other surrounding areas provide natural vistas and settings for hiking, water skiing, horseback riding, rafting, camping, snowmobiling, boating, snow skiing, fishing and other outdoor activities. Seven restored historic hotels, four golf courses, numerous and varied dining establishments, historic saloons, five wineries and hard cider distillery, train rides, casino, seven museums, two state historic parks, five live theaters, and many bed-and-breakfast inns are among the many other attributes that make the county a year-round vacation destination.  www.visittuolumne.com  
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Contact: Katie Kirkland, Communications and Tourism Manager, katie@gotuolumne.com, 209-533-4420
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